
Make an informed choice 

— ask for the STA 

www.mcgillcompost.com 

STA test 

parameters 

 

 Maturity 

 Trace metals 

 Moisture 

 Nutrients 

 Organic    

matter 

 Particle size 

 Pathogens 

 Porosity 

 Soluble salts 

 Stability 

Not all composts are equal.   
Some are derived from low-value feedstocks; 

others may be too rich for a particular use. 
Products  carrying this  symbol have been 

tested and certified in accordance with the United 
States Composting  Councilôs (USCC) Seal of 
Testing  Assurance (STA) program.  Certification 
helps specification writers and end users make 
informed choices about compost products.   

The STA has been developed as a compost 
testing, labeling and information disclosure pro-
gram and provides a uniform standard of compost 
quality.  Using the STA lab report (available from 
every STA program participant), the end user can 
compare products and determine which is right for 
a particular application. 

Only laboratories with qualified technicians, us-
ing equipment which can test for quality parame-
ters unique to compost, are approved for the STA 
program.  
Every 
month, 
McGill 
tests its 
Soil 
Builder 
compost.  
This product is certified by the USCC based on 
test results and program criteria.   

For more information about the STA program, 
talk to your McGill representative or visit 
www.compostingcouncil.org/programs/sta/. 
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If it isn’t STA compost,  

what is it? 
 

Good question, and one the U.S. Composting Council  encour-
ages all compost users to ask. By understanding the parame-
ters influencing compost quality, one can compare products and 
make an informed choice based on the requirements of a spe-
cific application, as well as price, and thatôs what the STA pro-
gram is all about.  

 In the compost sales section of our website, youôll find one 
of our STA reports in its entirety, which includes an explanation 
of how each testing parameter influences compost quality.  Find 
it at www.mcgillcompost.com  or ask a McGill representative 
for more information. 

McGill Soil Builder is the base ingredient of all McGill product formulations.  This compost 

product has been sampled and tested as required by the Seal of Testing Assurance      

Program of the United States Composting Council (USCC). Test results are available upon 

request by calling McGill at 910-532-2539, on our website, or by contacting a McGill      

representative. The USCC makes no warranties regarding this product or its  contents,  

quality, or suitability for any particular use.  

Compost is a soil amendment, not a fertilizer.  McGill does 

not  guarantee nutrient content of this product. Analyses 

are provided for information purposes only.   

A true picture of a productôs quality is based on many factors. Below is the first page of a six-page STA lab 
report.  Contact your McGill rep for a recent report and an explanation of how these quality indicators 
impact product selection, cost and the success/failure of your compost application. 

Q:  What makes a 

compost stable?  

 

A:  According to the 
STA, s tability (which is 
not the same as matur-
ity) is related to the rate 
at which CO2 is released 
within the composting 
mass.  A low rate for both 
respiration and Biologi-
cally Available Carbon 
(BAC) indicates a stable 
compost.  A compost 
must be stable before 
curing indicators apply. 
 

Q: Why is a germina-

tion test significant? 

 
A:  The STA program 
recognizes v alues 
above 80% for both 
emergence and vigor as 
indicators of  a well-cured 
compost. 

COMPOST SALES 

 

Southern Coast  
 910-532-2539 

 
Southern Piedmont  

 919-362-1161 
 

Mid-Atlantic  
804-832-8820 


