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PROBLEM  CAUSE  SOLUTION  

Ponding and soggy turf after 

rain storms or over watering 

Compaction ð lack of 

pore space prevents 

drainage 

High mineral  content 

precludes  absorption 

 

MODERATE: Topdress 

with 2 inches of McGill 

Soil Builder and aerate 

SEVERE:  remove sod 

from affected area,  

apply 2-3 inches of 

McGill Soil Builder and 

till to depth of 6-9 inches 

Browning due to drought or 

watering restrictions 

Low organic matter 

content ð soil lacks 

ability to hold water 

Top-dress with 2 inches 

of McGill Soil Builder 

and aerate 

Fertilizer run-off;  wasted  

fertilizer dollars; discolored 

streams and ponds; algae 

growth 

Low organic matter 

content ð soil lacks 

ability to hold nutrients 

Top-dress with 2 inches 

of McGill Soil Builder 

and aerate 

Fairways  
and tees  
 
Sports fields  
 
Bioretention       
areas  
 
Lawns  
 
Landscapes  
 

You canôt control the weather, but you can lessen the impact 

of weather-related events.  High winds, heavy rains, and 

droughts all take their toll on turf and landscapes.  Increasing  

the organic matter content of your soil by applying compost  

once or twice a year can help it withstand a pummeling from 

nature and improve its capacity to hang onto topsoil and 

moisture.  At the same time, compost-conditioned soil is less 

compacted, and the additional pore space allows soils to 

drain quickly after heavy rains. 

Problem  

Solution  

 

Loosen up and clear up some of your biggest problems  

According to the EPA, bare soil, weeds,      

increased runoff and puddling after heavy rains 

are signs of a soil compaction problem.  But 

amending with compost can decrease soil bulk 

density by .25 to .35 gms/cc, the same as re-

forestation and better than tilling, specialized 

soil loosening, selective grading, other amend-

ments é even time.                           

SOURCE:  www.stormwatercenter.net 


