
Compost vs. manure  

 é which is better? 
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The best thing about raw manure or litter?  Itôs free. 

The best thing compost?  It works. 

Hereôs why: 

¶ For raw manure,  the amount of organic  material        

contributed to soils through decomposition is about equal 

to the amount of organic matter lost through natural   

processes.  Thatôs why you may see no rise in field OM 

even after years of manure applications. 

¶ The amount of compost required is much less than the 

amount of manure required, helping to cut total number  

of trips over the field 

¶ Compost keeps water and fertilizers at the root zone,  

mitigating fertilizer leaching, erosion, and topsoil loss. 

¶ The natural microbial activity  of compost does lots of 

good things for  soil which, in turn, does good things for 

plants.  Researchers report improved nutrient uptake and 

resistance to pests and diseases. 

¶ Compost is best for pasture and hay fields where raw  

manure applications can reinfect  livestock with internal 

parasites, bacteria, and viruses. 

Compost is ð 

¶ Best for pastures 

and hay fields 

¶ Best for clay or 

sandy soils lacking 

organic matter 

Compost is more palatable 

to grazing horses than   

untreated manure.  

Itôs not just  
for organic  
anymore. 

 



McGill Soil Builder is the base ingredient of all McGill product formulations.  This compost 

product has been sampled and tested as required by the Seal of Testing Assurance      

Program of the United States Composting Council (USCC). Test results are available upon 

request by calling McGill at 910-532-2539, on our website, or by contacting a McGill      

representative. The USCC makes no warranties regarding this product or its  contents,  

quality, or suitability for any particular use.  

Compost is a soil amendment, not a fertilizer.  McGill 
does not  guarantee nutrient content of this product. 
Analyses are provided for information purposes only.   
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Compost is a 

concentrate é 

which is why it delivers 

more organic matter than 

manure.  But that also 

means compost should 

always be blended with 

soils and other media in 

ratios that result in no 

more than 30 percent 

compost in the mix, as 

pure compost is a     

concentrate. Do not use 

ñfull strengthò in potting 

mixes or planting beds.   

For transplants, mix 

compost with the backfill 

before filling the hole. 

Applications as low as 

1/8 inch (about 15 cubic 

yards per acre) have 

been shown to improve 

yields in both open field 

and plasticulture. Obtain 

a current lab report from  

your McGill sales rep. 

COMPOST SALES  

 

Southern Coastal  
 910-532-2539 

 

Southern Piedmont  
 919-362-1161 

 

Mid-Atlantic  
804-832-8820 

Compost boosts water retention, too  

 
Although economic losses pertaining to lack of available 
moisture may be easy to calculate, the losses occurring from 
lack of infiltration, even in irrigated areas, may be harder to 
measure.  Estimated annual losses from poor water use or 
infiltration can range from $80/acre (for irrigated pastures) to 
$500/acre for orchards (Boyle et al., 1989).   
 
Organic matter can hold up to 20 times its weight in water. 
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Winning the Organics Game 


